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An Independent Public School 

Moral Purpose 
 

Wirrabirra is a connected and future focused community, dedicated to achieving student excellence 

Friday 5 June 

Reconciliation Week Event - wear 
black, yellow and/or red 

Boomerang Throwing Competition 
 

Monday 15 June  
P&C AGM—7pm 

Pyjama Day (gold coin donation) 
 

Thursday 18 June 
Newsletter 
 

Tuesday 30 June 
School Photos 
 

Thursday 2 July 
School Photos 

W i r r a b i r r a  S c h o o l  i s  a n  A L L E R G Y  

FRIENDLY SCHOOL. What does this mean? It 

means that we will respect the individual needs of 

students who have identified allergies (with care 

plans) to such products as nuts, milk and eggs to 

name a few. In particular, food products that have nuts or are made 

from nuts should NOT come to school - ie: peanut paste, Nutella and 

nut bars. Our canteen is “nut free” to accommodate individual  

students with special needs. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S  DESK  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and School Community 
 

Thanks again for your support in the mornings and 

afternoons when dropping off and picking up your 

children. This has helped us tremendously to start 

and finish the days smoothly and allowed children to 

focus on their organisation and learning programs. 

The feedback anecdotally from parents and carers is 

that the arrangements are working well for you also. 

On Tuesday I posted a notice on Connect and have 

included this here for those who may have missed 

reading it. 

You will have heard that from Monday, 8 June  

parents and carers are allowed on school premises 
to drop off and pick up students. This is one of many 
changes as we cautiously return to normal. Physical 
distancing and reducing the time parents and carers 
spend at school is still important if we are to reduce 
the risks of COVID-19. A strong message we are  
receiving from families is the improvements children 
have made in arriving and departing school each 
day. Even our youngest students have demonstrated 
increased independence in walking into school,  
unpacking bags and starting work with minimal fuss. 
Families have commented on positive outcomes 
such as time taken for drop off and pick up, existing 
separation issues have been resolved and the desire 
that old habits don't return. Teachers have noted the 
increased independence, calmness and increased 
efficiency at the start and end of the school day.  
Often children have seen a parent or carer waiting 
quite early to pick them up and the distraction has 
compromised their learning. We are still mindful of 
maintaining a safe environment for students and staff 
and with this in mind will continue to close the gates 
during the school day until the end of term when we 
will review the situation. This will also provide time to 
discuss these measures with the P&C and School 
Board to make informed decisions. In the interim the 
following will apply; 

 Parents and carers are allowed to come on to 
school premises and are always welcome 

 The gates will be opened at 8.15am in the  
morning and closed at 9am 

 In the afternoon gates will be opened at 2.45pm 
for students to be picked up. I do encourage you 
build on improvements made with student  
independence. 
If you have business in the office or require to see 
someone urgently you are always welcome to call us 
on 92346800 (new number) or 93987233 and we will 
attend to your requests. 
This is a little different for Wirrabirra but reflects what 
is common practice at most schools who are fenced 
but have the School Office on the boundary and can 
direct all people traffic through a central point.  
 

 STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

Since school has returned to full curriculum delivery 
we have had attendance rates at the 90% level 
which was an excellent effort on everyone’s part. 
This unfortunately dropped last week to 80% which is 



Chaplain’s Chat      

Hello Everyone, 

 

Well, here we are at the half-way mark of 2020.  It has certainly 
been an unusual year and just when we were returning to 
some sense of normality we hear of more trouble and strife 
across the globe.  It is true that we are ‘all in this together’. This 
is a catchy, helpful phrase for where we are now.  Yet there is a 
sense in which since the beginning of time people have all been 
‘in this together’ – whatever the ‘this’ is.  No matter what  
happens to us or around us across time we strive to be  
connected; we strive to be together.  Thankfully in today’s 
world there are multiple ways to do this even when not  
physically present which is how we have coped over the past 
few weeks but it’s not quite the same as being present in mind 
and body.  So, it’s been good to see you all back at school. 

 

We affect and influence each other because although we are 
individuals with unique personalities, interests, cultural  
identities, and a myriad of other aspects that make us  
different, we all know sadness, pain, happiness, kindness – we 
all feel.  So, when one hurts, suffers, or feels joy, we all feel at 
least in part a sense of empathy and understanding. Even 
though we may not have had a loved one die because of COVID
-19 or as with what is occurring in the USA, experienced  
injustice and discrimination of some kind, at some point in life 
we experience pain, loss or fear. 

 

People hurt people for all kinds of reasons but hurting people 
and those that cause hurt also have the capacity, given time, 
the will to do what is right, support and understanding from 
other people to heal, forgive and reconcile.  This past week has 
provided an opportunity to think about reconciliation,  
importantly and especially with our Aboriginal people’s.  And 
our students have been doing much this week with their  
teachers to keep ‘reconciliation’ in this regard in the  
foreground.  We need to be reminded I think of the importance 
of reconciliation and for it to be extended also to those that 
may have offended or hurt us in our own relationships and 
communities.   

 

The first records of the word ‘reconciliation’ come from the 
1300’s.  Reconciliation is intended to repair relationships that 
are broken.  When true reconciliation occurs, the two  
previously hostile people or groups become respectful of each 
other and ideally, friends. Reconciliation is an ongoing concern 
because while we live, chances are good that we will be hurt by 
another or hurt another at some point, even if unintentionally.  
So, it is a good time to reflect more personally on how  
reconciliation relates to us and how we can live with greater 
understanding and intentionality in this regard into the future. 

 

God bless  

 

 
Helen Ivatts 

YouthCARE School Chaplain 

 

of great concern. On Tuesday we recorded 85%  
attendance and yesterday we returned to 90%. I hope 
this will increase to expected levels of 93 to 95%. A 
concern I have and would like your support to address 
is that 50% of those students away from school are 
unauthorised absences. It is most important that your 
child’s attendance record is accurate and we are  
informed of the cause of any absence. 
I acknowledge that it has been very different in the last 
few months but rebuilding daily routines and continuity 
of learning will help children to achieve academic  
excellence.  
 

 REPORTING TO PARENTS (Taken from Connect 

notice 2 June) 
I want to thank you again for your support throughout 
what has been a very unusual school semester. The 
COVID-19 pandemic is affecting our entire community 
and has presented us with extraordinary challenges in 
managing schooling during the first half of 2020. I am 
pleased that together, we have been able to make the 
best of this situation and ensure your child’s safety 
and continuity of learning.  
  
With the regular attendance of many students being 
lower over this time, the breadth and depth of the  
curriculum covered throughout Semester 1 has been 
reduced. For this reason, schools are not required to 
include A to E grades on this year’s Semester 1  
student reports. It also means that your child’s  
attendance will reflect higher than normal absences, 
and any written comments may provide less  
information on their progress than usual. Interviews 
will be available for parents on the reports however 
these will be by phone. If you wish to discuss your 
child's report with their teacher, please contact the 
school.  
Schooling is once again returning to normal and our 
students are engaging in the regular curriculum, in 
their usual classroom environment. Those approved to 
learn from home are also being supported. Semester 
2 reports will reflect this and therefore provide the  
usual, more detailed information on your child’s  
progress and achievement. 

 

Regards,  Steve Richards, Principal 
 

P&C AGM 
 

MONDAY 15 JUNE 7PM  

in the Staff room 

 

ALL Parents &  

Carers are welcome 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

You may have heard in the media that from Monday 8th June parents and carers are allowed on school premises to drop off and pick up students.  Physical 
distancing and reducing the time parents and carers spend at school is still important if we are to reduce the risks of COVID-19.  Many positive results in 
independent navigating around the school, unpacking bags, starting the morning routine in the class with minimal fuss, efficiency and calmness have  
occurred due to the changes we have had to make. We would like to see this component of the adaptations we have needed to make continue and  
become the norm. Class teachers have personally discussed and/or sent home a note outlining drop off and pick up points for your child. Here is the  
summary:  
Banksia 4 and Banksia 5 parents and carers have been asked to wait in the undercover area outside the ESC admin area at the beginning and end of the 

day.  Teachers will meet you there and collect/drop off students at 8:30am in the morning and at 2:55pm in the afternoon (2:30pm on Wednesday).   
Banksia 1 parents and carers have been asked to wait at the Jenkinson Street gate area at the beginning and end of the day.  Teachers will meet you 

there and collect/drop off students at 8:30am in the morning and at 2:55pm in the afternoon (2:30pm on Wednesday).  
TLC Independent walking from Jenkinson Street gate or oval gate as discussed with the teacher. 
 
We are still mindful of maintaining a safe environment for students and staff and with this in mind will continue to close the gates during the school day until 

the end of term when we will review the situation. This will also provide time to discuss these measures with the P&C and School Board to make informed 

decisions. In the interim the following will apply; 

 Parents and carers are allowed to come on to school premises and are always welcome 

 The gates will be opened at 8.15am in the morning and closed at 9am 

 In the afternoon gates will be opened at 2.45pm for students to be picked up. If you have business in the office or require to see someone urgently 

you are always welcome to call us on 9234 6850 and we will attend to your requests. 
This is a little different for Wirrabirra but reflects what is common practice at most schools who are fenced but have the School Office on the boundary and 

can direct all people traffic through a central point. 

 

Teachers are busy working on writing semester one school reports. After careful consideration and a review of the programs during semester one some of 

the specialist areas will not be graded.  Subjects such as STEAM, The Arts, Physical Education and Cooking needed to cease as we could not meet the 

guidelines required to implement them.  Therefore, these subject areas will not be reported and receive a comment of explanation.   Due to the disruptions 

and reduced attendance you may also find your child may not have achieved as many goals as they normally would.  These will be marked as ongoing and 

please be assured will carry over to next semester.  If there are any concerns this can also be discussed in your child’s semester two IEP meeting. 

 

With the colder weather many students are turning up to school in non-uniform jumpers including hoodies.  Hoodies often present as a problem in class as 

some students are reluctant to remove the hood when in class or hide their face when displaying avoidance.  Hoods just as beanies and hats are not  

permitted to be worn inside class and are not part of our school uniform.  While the uniform shop is not open the P&C volunteers are still coming in and 

filling orders and delivering to the classroom.  Class teachers have order forms so please communicate through your child’s diary or send a text message 

to 0438 960 869 and we’ll ensure a uniform order form gets sent home. Thank you for supporting the school and ensuring your child is in school uniform.  If 

you have any concerns in regard to this, please feel free to contact me at any time. 

 

Tomorrow, Friday 5th June, we will be finishing off our Reconciliation Week focus and activities by having a themed dressed day.  Students are 
permitted to come dressed in black, red or yellow or a combination of any of these colours.  Students have been working on a range of activities 
throughout the week and each class in the school have designed artwork on a boomerang.  Boomerang throwing will happen on the oval throughout the 
day. 
 

Kind regards        

                                 

Julie Dawson 

Principal 

Wirrabirra Education Support Centre  



P&C Report 

 

Hi everyone 

 

As life starts to resume to a kind of normal, we are so 
glad to announce we will finally be holding our AGM 
on Monday 15 June at 7pm in the staffroom. The eas-
ing of restrictions means we can now meet at the 
school, although we will be ensuring social distancing 
is maintained during the meeting. You are all welcome 
to come along and nominate for a position, or just 
come and be a fly on the wall. We would love to see 
all the people who came to our February meeting back 
again. We have lots to talk about, particularly ways we 
might be able to fundraise this year. If you are inter-
ested in joining or taking up a position, send us an 
email or message us through our Facebook page, 
Wirrabirra School P&C Association, or just come 
along to the meeting. 

 

  Sonya Kimbar, Wirrabirra School P&C President 

wirrabirrapandc@gmail.com 

CANTEEN CORNER 
Hello  everyone 

I have noticed how well the children have been bringing up 
their orders in the mornings independently and would like to 
say well done and thank you to those who have.   

From Tuesday, if parents or carers choose to place orders on 
behalf of their child at the canteen, we ask that you remem-
ber to social distance and please be patient if there is a 
queue.   

Online ordering is going well, I have had feedback from par-
ents who regularly order saying how easy it is, so I encourage 
you to please try it out. Go to www.quickcliq.com.au. 

 

Rebecca McBride 

Canteen Manager 

 

 

 

 

The final week of the Faction Fitness Challenge was this 

week, well done to the Faction Leaders for running the com-

petition so professionally and to all the students who partici-

pated in both the regular and super challenges which were 

created along the way. I would also like to thank all of the 

parents who assisted their students in the challenge and 

maybe even completed some of the challenges themselves.  

Here are the final scores,  

 
 

Congratulations to Green for winning the challenge, your 

name will be engraved onto the Cross Country trophy for 

winning the 2020 Faction Fitness Challenge.  

Stay well everyone, Kris Trenberth, Wirrabirra P.E. Specialist  

 

GREEN GOLD RED BLUE 

1st 3595 2nd 3557 3rd 3515 4th 2487 

PYJAMA DAY 

MONDAY 15 JUNE 

Wear your pyjamas to school for a 

gold coin  

donation. All funds raised go to-



PBS FOCUS 

Making Friends 

 

Stock has come in of 

our soft and fleecy 

Wet Weather  

Jackets. Put your  

order in now and 

stay warm this win-

ter. 

If paying in cash at 

the office, please  

provide EXACT money only as no change will be 

given. In accordance with school Covid  

regulations, the Uniform Shop will be back open 

to the public on the first Thursday of next month 

8:45-9:45am.  

SCHOOL PHOTO 

DAY IS COMING! 

TUESDAY 30 JUNE  &  

THURSDAY 2 JULY 
Every student will soon receive a Kapture Photography 

order envelope to bring home.  

RECYCLING TIP 
 

Aluminium can be recycled continuously, as in  

forever. Recycling 1 can will save enough energy to 

run our TVs for at least 3 hours. 


