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SCHOOL PURPOSE 

To provide a learning environment in which students are given the opportunity to develop their  

individual potential and to acquire skills, attitudes and knowledge to enable them to become  

responsible members of a changing society. 

Mon 23 Mar P&C AGM —**6pm** (new time) 

Wed 1 Apr 
Dental Screening for students in Pre-
Primary/Year 3/Year 6 

REMINDER:  SCHOOL CLOSES EARLY 2.30pm EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Newsletter No. 4   19 March 2020 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S  DESK  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and School Community 
 

 A3/4 ASSEMBLY 

Last week we were treated to a wonderful version of 
Roald Dahl’s poem called “ My Teacher Wasn’t Half As 
Nice As Yours Seems To Be”. The A3/4 class added an ex-
tra verse of their own, naming lots of wonderful teachers 
in our school. It was fun and most enjoyable. Well done 
Double A’s ! 
 

 COVID – 19 

Please be confident that we are paying particular attention 
to stringent health and hygiene measures across our 
school. This includes continuing to remind students to 
wash their hands using the correct protocols. 

I will be updating you as new information comes to hand. 
Please check the Connect notices. 

Also here is the link to the latest statement from the Min-
ister dated March 18. 

https://ikon.education.wa.edu.au/-/covid-19-a-message-
to-public-education-staff 
 

Also the link to the Australian Government Department of 
Health 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/novel-
coronavirus-2019-ncov-resources#find-the-facts 

 NAPLAN UPDATE 

There is an information sheet coming home for parents 
and carers of Year 3 and 5 students today regarding 
NAPLAN processes and procedures. This year students 
will undertake the assessment online which allows for tai-
loring for a student’s performance and will be more precise 
and engaging. Students and teachers have been prepar-
ing extensively for the assessment, so that everyone is 
comfortable and results are valid and fair.  

There will be a coordinated practice for all Year 5 students 
undergoing NAPLAN on Monday, 23rd March. Year 3 stu-
dents will have their practise test later in the week. This is 
to help students to understand the procedures and to test 
the Australia wide online system.  

If you have any questions about NAPLAN, please chat 
with your child’s teacher. 
 

 TELL THEM FROM ME (TTFM) SURVEY  

Tell Them From Me (TTFM) is an online survey conducted 
at Wirrabirra Primary School, to help us find out what we 
are doing well and what we can improve. We are inviting 
students, teachers, parents and carers to provide feed-
back on their experience of our school. The surveys are an 
important part of our whole school evaluation and planning 
process.  

We would like you to complete the Tell Them From Me 
(TTFM) survey before 9th April. As we value the role of 
parents and carers within our school community, we would 
greatly appreciate your feedback. There will be a letter 
sent home with a tear off slip for students to bring back to 
school when you complete the survey. Your child will re-
ceive five Eco Ibis tickets and go into the barrel for a spe-
cial prize draw. 

The survey is anonymous, and takes approximately 20 
minutes to complete. You are able to access the parent 
survey on the computer or mobile device by using the URL 
below.  
 

http://tellthemfromme.com/wirrabirra1 

 

 

 

 

Regards,  Ann-Maree Melvin & Linda Sparks, 
Deputy Principals 

 

Wirrabirra School is an ALLERGY FRIENDLY SCHOOL. 
What does this mean? It means that we will respect the 
individual needs of students who have identified allergies 

(with care plans) to such products as nuts, milk and eggs to 
name a few. In particular, food products that have nuts or are made 
from nuts should NOT come to school - ie: peanut paste, Nutella and 
nut bars. Our canteen is “nut free” to accommodate individual  

students with special needs. 

https://ikon.education.wa.edu.au/-/covid-19-a-message-to-public-education-staff
https://ikon.education.wa.edu.au/-/covid-19-a-message-to-public-education-staff
http://tellthemfromme.com/wirrabirra1
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DISABLED CAR PARK BAYS 

 

These are for use by cars  

displaying a  

current ACROD sticker only. 

P&C Report 

 

Hi everyone 

 

AGM 
Please note, the time of our AGM has changed 
to 6pm as there is no board meeting being held before. 
Due to restrictions on holding non-essential meetings, 
this meeting will be brief and only cover essential AGM 
items: voting in of executive positions and the adoption 
of financial statements. We still need people to attend 
please so we have enough numbers for voting. 
  
Sausage sizzle 
As you are probably aware, the sausage sizzle we had 
scheduled for next Sunday 29 March has been can-
celled. Bunnings has kindly given us a $500 gift voucher 
in lieu of the fundraiser, which we will raffle off at a later 
date. Thanks to everyone who offered their help and do-
nated items. If you would like to have your items back, 
you can collect them from the front office, otherwise we 
will keep them for the next sausage sizzle scheduled in 
September. 
  
Canteen 
Having trouble getting food when you shop? Our canteen 
is fully stocked and is a great option for your kids’ lunch. 
Check out the menu for what’s available each day. While 
our canteen is always spotless, we’ve upped our clean-
ing regime as a precaution and, as always, are practising 
good hygiene. 
  
Stay safe 
These are certainly strange times and every day it is 
changing. With many events and sports competitions 
being cancelled, our weekends are now free which pre-
sents a great time for families to reconnect and spend 
some quality time together. We know some of you might 
be doing it tough and we as a school community are 
here to support you with a kind word and shoulder to 
lean on. We might even be able to arrange a toilet paper 
drive for those in need! :-) 
 

  Sonya Kimbar, Wirrabirra School P&C President 

wirrabirrapandc@gmail.com 

PBS FOCUS 

Making Friends 

Annual General Meeting 

Wirrabirra Schools P&C  

Association Inc. 

Monday 23 March 2020 

**6pm** (new time)  

Wirrabirra School staff room 
 

Nominations can be made to  

Ann-Maree Melvin or Julie  

Dawson 

WIRRABIRRA PLAYGROUP 

Please be advised, our Tuesday  

morning playgroup will not be  

operating for the time being. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

There is a substantial amount of information coming through to the school on a regular basis in regard to COVID19.  As 
a school we are continually checking the updates we are receiving and following through on directives and recommenda-
tions.   I can assure you at Wirrabirra we believe the health and safety of all is critical. With that in mind, adjustments to 
our program have been made where we will not be carrying out whole school activities and unfortunately, this has led to 
the cancellation of some school events. Classes will remain operating their normal programs and students will be work-
ing towards achieving their IEP goals.  We have increased our hygiene regime with more frequent hand washing, wiping 
of surfaces and covering noses and mouths with a paper tissue or a flexed elbow if coughing or sneezing.  Hygiene pro-
cedures have been put in place for any items that are shared across the school, for example the disinfecting of computer 
keyboards and iPads between users, additional cleaning of the school taps throughout the day.  Storage of items such 
as water bottles and headphones have also been changed to meet guidelines. 

In the event of our school needing to close due to a confirmed case it will be on advice from the WA Health Department’s 
Chief Health Officer.  The Chief Health Officer will, if there has been a positive COVID19 test result in our school, close 
our school temporarily while assessment and tracing of exposure is conducted.  A thorough school clean will then be 
carried out to make the school safe for the return of staff and students.  In this situation the leadership team will receive 
direct advice and support regarding the closure processes and communication materials for the Department of Education 
Coronavirus support team.  

Upon the school being notified, all families will be immediately contacted and provided with 
relevant information.  The contact may be during the day, or before or after school.  We are 
acting on current advice and will keep you informed. 

If any family has concerns in regard to anything in regard to the COVID19 issue I encourage 
you to contact myself and discuss the matter. 

Our Facebook page is now up and running.  Make sure you search for Wirrabirra Education 
Support Centre and like our page to keep up to date with things happening around the school. Miss Nikki is regularly 
posting photos of activities happening in the school. 

Last Friday Golf started for our students and will continue for every Friday until the end of the term.  The students prac-
tice many hand eye coordination skills, developing both their gross and fine motor skills.  Jeremy for Gosnells Golf Clubs 
runs an excellent program with our students. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember: 

 

P&C AGM - Monday 23 March—6pm 

Last Day of Term 1 - Thursday 9th April 

First Day of Term 2 - Wednesday 29th April 

 

Kind regards        

                    

              
Julie Dawson 
Principal 

Wirrabirra Education Support Centre  
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RECYCLING 
 

Please collect your old household batter-

ies, ring pulls, toothbrushes, empty tooth-

paste tubes and place them in the recy-

cling bins near the Primary School office. 

Thank you! 

 

 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS   
 

 

Excellence Awards were presented to;  

Milli (C5), Adam (B1), Eshaal (A1), Gethi 
(C6), Hser-Eh (D4, Samuel (A3/4), Elka 

(A3/4), Komalpreet (C1), Henry (B5), Leilah 
(C2), Lahairoi (C4) 

 

Congratulations! 

Chaplain’s Chat      

Hello everyone,  

Most of us by now will be experiencing some effect due to 
COVID-19.  Although we may not be directly impacted, we 
could be finding it difficult to source food items and other 
essentials.  Some of us have relatives who have had to cancel 
overseas trips or interrupt holidays and are now on their 
way back due to travel restrictions and bans. Others may be 
concerned about job security. 
 

Throughout this period of uncertainty and heightened emo-
tions, it is good to remind ourselves of humanity’s innate 
capacity to overcome adversity.  It is a time to trust that we 
have the ability and resources as a nation to get through 
this; to resist giving into irrational thinking and behaviour 
and to be of sound mind, responding rather than reacting as 
we all play our part in helping to keep each other safe.  So-
cial media as usual can be both problematic and helpful de-
pending on how it is used.  Problematic in that information 
that is either incorrect or incomplete can too easily be 
passed on causing unnecessary anxiety but helpful in that 
we can remain connected, encouraging and supporting one 
another.   
 

As a pastoral carer and counsellor, I am available to help 
anyone who may be feeling overly anxious or need support 
of some kind.  Please feel free to visit the Parent Infor-
mation Centre on Tuesday or Thursday 8.30am – 4pm or 
leave a message at the front office and I shall get back to 
you. 
 

The poem below reflects some positive outcomes potentially 
of having to make changes to the way we live life for a 
while. 
 

    And the people stayed home. 
And read books, and listened, 

and rested, and exercised, 
and made art, and played games, 
and learned new ways of being, 

and were still. 
And listened more deeply. 

Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. 
Some met their shadows. 

And the people began to think differently. 
And the people healed. 

And, in the absence of people living in ignorant,  
dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, 

the earth began to heal. 
And when the danger passed, 

and the people came together again, 
they grieved their losses, 
and made new choices, 

and dreamed new images, 
and created new ways to live and heal the earth 

 fully, as they had been healed. 
 

~Kitty O'Meara'~ 
 

God bless and take care, 

 
Helen Ivatts 

YouthCARE School Chaplain 

 

Winter Uniform Order forms went 

home last week. 

Please complete and return to the 

office with payment by 27th March 

2020 as the winter uniforms are 

sure to sell quickly. 

COMING HOME TODAY 

 Tell Them From Me Survey Parent  

Information 

 NAPLAN Information Sheet for Years 

3 & 5 students 


