
 

Primary School    9398 7233    www.wirrabirra.wa.edu.au 
 

Ed Support    9398 1936   www.wirrabirraesc.wa.edu.au 

SCHOOL PURPOSE 

To provide a learning environment in which students are given the opportunity to develop their  

individual potential and to acquire skills, attitudes and knowledge to enable them to become  

responsible members of a changing society. 

Fri 22 Nov 

Parent Information Session for Pre-
Primary 2020—9.15am School Li-
brary 
 

Wirrabirra Respect Day—Assembly 
12.15pm 

Tues 26 Nov 
Wirrabirra Pre-Kindy Transition Play-
group—9.15-11am in D2 

Mon 2 Dec 
School Board Meeting—5.30pm 

P&C Meeting—7pm 

Tues 3 Dec 
Wirrabirra Pre-Kindy Transition Play-
group—9.15-11am in D2 

REMINDER:  SCHOOL CLOSES EARLY 2.30pm EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Newsletter No. 18   21 November 2019 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S  DESK  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and School Community 
 

 CONGRATULATIONS MRS CONNOLLY AND MUSIC 

STUDENTS 

Today’s assembly was hosted by Mrs Connolly and her very 

talented music students who showcased their singing,  

instrumental and musical skills to a very appreciative audience 

which included our local Member of Parliament Mr Terry Healy 

MLA for Gosnells. Mr Healy joined us to present two prizes of 

scooters he kindly donated for our recent Lapathon. We thank 

Mr Healy for his support and interest in our school. Along with 

us, Mr Healy was treated to four items from our music students 

including the guitar ensemble supported by Mr Rovis, the  

Junior Ensemble performing the “The Skye Boat Song”. This 

was followed by the Senior Ensemble who played a piece titled 

“My Grandfathers Clock”. Some of these students have only 

been learning their instruments for a very short period of time 

and were fantastic together. Kayla, Amelia, Charlie, Izaak and 

Abigail then performed three items on their chosen instruments 

Piano, Flute and Clarinet playing “Waltzing Matilda, Plaisir 

d’amour and Jurassic Park”. The assembly was finished with 

our Choir singing a song titled “High Hopes” which is a  

favourite from when they performed at the Big Voice Concert 

in August. What a fabulous showcase of the musical  

opportunities provided for our students by Mrs Connolly and 

the visiting teachers from the School of Instrumental Music. 

Mrs Connolly, linking our students with the SIMS program 

and high school music programs has supported the skills and 

talents of our students and we thank her for her commitment 

and passion. Special thanks also to Mrs Betty who has been 

supporting Mrs Connolly with the Music Program. Thanks to 

you all for a wonderful assembly. 

 RESPECT DAY 

Tomorrow we will be focusing on Respect in a day of work 
activities to promote respect as defined at Wirrabirra as, 
“thinking and acting in a positive way about ourselves and 
others”. We will be having a short assembly to share the work 
students have been doing with their Buddy Classes based 
around showing kindness, encouragement, and being honest 
and reliable. Part of the work our PBS Team do is to prepare 
videos which provide positive examples and non-examples of 
social skills and behaviours in an educative way to teach how 
we should behave with and to others. Mr Knight has directed 
his colleagues to film a series of lessons which are shown 
each fortnight at the PBS Assemblies and tomorrow we will 
be watching “Respecting Others”. These productions have 
become quite professional and I am a little concerned we 
might lose great teachers to acting careers. There is no doubt 
the messages are powerful and a terrific way for our students 
to learn.  

Wirrabirra has been working on building Respectful  
Relationships as part of the work we have been doing with a 
small number of other schools, the Department of Education, 
Department of Communities, Starick House and White  
Ribbon Australia. The underlying message is to prevent  
violence against women, though in the context of our school 
we are building the skills needed to have respectful  
relationships that will lead to positive futures for all. I would 
like to thank all staff for the commitment and support they 
provide our students and in particular Mrs Pratt and Mrs  
Melvin who have supported me and the school to make this a 
focus. Thanks to Mrs Pratt also for the coordination of events 
tomorrow.     
 

 REPORTING TO PARENTS 

Teachers are just finalising student reports this week and I 
encourage you to make a time to discuss your child’s  
progress and achievement prior to these coming home but 
definitely before the school year ends. Your teachers spend a 
considerable time assessing and evaluating student progress 
and modifying plans to meet each child’s needs that gives 
them a very detailed knowledge of what they can do well and 

Wirrabirra School is an ALLERGY FRIENDLY SCHOOL. 
What does this mean? It means that we will respect the 
individual needs of students who have identified allergies 

(with care plans) to such products as nuts, milk and eggs to 
name a few. In particular, food products that have nuts or are made 
from nuts should NOT come to school - ie: peanut paste, Nutella and 
nut bars. Our canteen is “nut free” to accommodate individual  

students with special needs. 
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P&C Report 
 

 

Hi everyone 
 

Christmas raffle 
Don’t forget to get your Christmas raffle tickets in to the 
front office by Monday 2 December so you have a chance 
at winning a $300 bike voucher courtesy of Thornlie MLA 
Chris Tallentire. Second prize is a $100 Bunnings voucher 
courtesy of Maddington Bunnings - think of all the Christ-
mas lights you could buy with that! Third prize is a $50 
Coles Myer voucher. Tickets have gone home with your 
children, or you can pick some up from the front office. 
The winner will be drawn on Thursday 5 December and 
funds raised will go towards purchasing an electronic mes-
sage board for the school. 
  
Lapathon 
Thanks to everyone who donated in our Lapathon – You 
helped us raise $1500 which was more than enough to 
purchase the new nets for the soccer goals and basketball 
hoops. You might have noticed the soccer goals getting a 
good workout with the new nets – the kids are loving not 
having to run to get the ball every time they kick a 
goal! Congratulations to all the winners of the canteen 
vouchers and iPlay vouchers. Special congratulations to 
Raven from C5 and Kirah from D4 on each winning a $150 
scooter voucher which was presented to them by Southern 
River MLA Terry Healy at today’s assembly. 
  
Book Club 
Orders are due in tomorrow for Book Club to make sure 
you receive your orders in time to put under the tree. 
Thanks for supporting this fundraiser which is helping to 
purchase new books for the library. 
  
Next meeting 
Our final meeting for the year will be on Monday 2 Decem-
ber. There will be a few committee positions vacant next 
year including Treasurer and Secretary, so why not come 
along and see how you can help out your child’s school. 
We would love to see you there. 

 

  Sonya Kimbar, Wirrabirra School P&C President 

wirrabirrapandc@gmail.com 

PBS EXPECTATION 

Weeks 6 & 7 
 

Am I Really Helping? 

PLANNING FOR 2020—STUDENTS NOT RETURNING 
 

Will your child/children NOT be attending Wirrabirra in 2020?   
 

Please contact the school office asap on 9398 7233 or email  

Wirrabirra.ps@education.wa.edu.au 

what they need to work on improving. Time to sit with  
teachers and if appropriate a three way meeting with your 
child included, is both informative and very meaningful in 
shaping future learning and helps build a closer and more 
supportive relationship for the student. Even if you feel your 
child is progressing well there are huge benefits in helping 
them achieve excellence. 

I am planning to send reports home at the end of Week 9 all 
going well. 
 

 END OF YEAR REMINDERS 

There is still a great deal to get through before we finish for 
the year. This is just a quick checklist to make sure you don’t 
miss anything at such a busy time. 

 2 December - School Board and P&C Meeting  

 10 December - Parent & Volunteer Morning Tea to 

acknowledge those who have assisted this year 

 13 December - Celebration Day K to 5 - Movie Cinema 

 16 December - Year 6 Graduation at Don Russell  

Performing Arts Centre 

 17 December - Year 6 Celebration Excursion 

 19 December - Presentation Assembly K to 6 and last 

day of school year  

 20 December - Teachers working on transition to 2020 
 

Regards,  Steve Richards, Principal 

Tomorrow, Friday 22 November 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

On Friday evening many of the Ed Support Staff attended the annual WAESPAA (WA Education Support 
Principal and Administrators Association) Award Night.  As mentioned in the previous newsletter we had 
two nominees for awards, Mrs Rebecca Scoble Wood and Miss Zoe Hunkin. Congratulations to both for 
their nominations. Mrs Rebecca Scoble Wood was announced as one of four finalists for the Primary 
Teacher category on the evening however did not come away with the prize. In our eyes both Rebecca and 
Zoe are winners who truly deserve the recognition they received on the evening. With Masquerade as the 
theme a fun time was had by all to celebrate the hard work the Education Support sector do as part of their 
everyday work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year Sixes have attended one high school orientation session last week and will be attending their next 
one on Tuesday. Last week the students came back to Wirrabirra to excitedly tell us all about the “cool” 
things you get to do at high school. The gym with all the machines featured heavily in the conversations.  
We’re looking forward to hearing what they get up to when they go next week. 

Friday, we will have a respect theme operating across the whole day with many activities coordinated for 

the students to participate in. At 12:15pm there will be an assembly focussing on the respect theme. Par-

ents are welcome to attend. The assembly will be followed by lunch (1:10pm) where parents and families 

are invited to join their child/ren for a picnic lunch. ESC students will have the option of having a picnic 

lunch in the sensory playground with their families. All families are welcome to join us. 

 

Kind regards 
 

 

 

Julie Dawson 

Principal 

Wirrabirra Education Support Centre 
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On Thursday 7th November our Interschool team competed in the A division Sothern River Sports Association Ath-
letics Carnival at Langford’s Athletics Centre. Wirrabirra Athletes have held their spot in the top division which is an 
outstanding feat considering the smaller size of the school compared to the other A grade schools. Wirrabirra is the 
7th largest school by student number but has managed to finish 3rd overall in the association. 

In the weeks leading up to the carnival our team showed outstanding sportsmanship and focus in their training. This 
dedication, commitment and team work from our students was very evident in their events and throughout the day. 
All chosen athletes did our school proud.  

The results of the carnival are listed below, we finished third overall and almost won the handicapped shield, which is 
scored via a combination of student numbers compared to overall points earnt;  

 

Wirrabirra was represented heavily in the individual awards with 
five of our students taking home medallions. Well done to the fol-
lowing students for their accolades;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On reflection of the day I would like to share my top 5 moments; 
 

5: How well the students executed the Olympic relay handover technique; particu-
larly Year 4 Girls.  
 

4: The schools jump results, a team of Faction Leaders ran a jumps club in Term 
3 and their preparation of our athletes shone through in the results.  
 

3: The determination shown by Haris Abubacar’s and Bella Pickett’s final sprints 
in their relays to come from behind and overtake.  
 

2: Mrs Connolly’s overwhelming look of pride as her Year 2 team performed their 
flag relay event with expert precision and took out first place.  
 

1: The way our athletes supported each other regardless of the result of the event. 
The supportive nature of our athletes showed that we all functioned as one big 
team.  
 

I would like to thank everyone who assisted with the carnival, the preparation is 
a large scale effort and it takes contributions from many people to get our team 
best prepared. Thank you to Mrs Connolly for training the Year 1’s and 2’s for 
their events, Miss Reibel, Miss Cranley and Mr Burley for training their respec-
tive Leaderball teams, Mrs Green and Miss Dunne for their assistance on the 
day. Further thanks to all the teachers who were flexible with the timetabling of 
teams practice sessions and to all the parents who supported their children and 
helped get our students to their early morning training sessions.  
 

Well done Wirrabirra Athletes, Kris Trenberth, PE Teacher 

 

SCHOOL & Student Numbers (Year 1 -6) 

 

 

OVERALL SHIELD 

HANDICAP SHIELD 

(Total points divided 

by students x 100) 

HUNTINGDALE PS (493 students) 1ST 839 3rd 170.18 

SOUTH THORNLIE PS (346 students) 2nd 648.5 1st 187.43 

WIRRABIRRA PS (307 students) 3rd 563.5 2nd 183.55 

YALE PS (371 students) 4th 407 4th 109.70 

 

CHAMPIONS 
 

YEAR 3 BOYS:  

Samuel H (C4) 
 

YEAR 4 GIRLS:  

Sanday K (C5) 
 

YEAR 5 GIRLS:  

Madison T (C1) 

 

RUNNER UPS 
 

YEAR 5 BOYS:  

Adrian G (C1) 
 

YEAR 6 BOYS:  

Haris A (C3) 

 SMALLER SIZED WIRRABIRRA CONTINUES TO 

MIX IT AT ‘A’ GRADE INTERSCHOOL CARNIVAL 



 

P&C MEETING 

MONDAY 2 DECEMBER 

7PM  

in the Staff room 
 

ALL Parents &  

Carers welcome 

Chaplain’s Chat       

Dear Parents and Guardians 
 

I hope the school term is going well for you and your children so far.   
Among important lessons over the past few weeks that encourage 
positive behaviour, our students have been learning how to help  
others to follow the rules. When I was walking towards the front 
office this week, I heard one student reminding another of one of the 
school rules. It is so good to see that the lessons learnt in class are 
being transferred into the school yard as well and that children are 
learning about keeping each other accountable for their behaviour. 
We know that children need enough rules to feel safe and secure at 
school and at home. The following may be helpful if you find rule 
setting with your children difficult or you are unsure where to start.  

These ideas and more can be found at: https://

www.verywellfamily.com/types-of-rules-kids-need-1094871 
Create a formal list of written household rules. Cover the major 

rules that you think are the most important. For example, if keeping an 

orderly house is especially important to you, a rule might be “Pick up 

after yourself,” or “Make your bed each morning.” 

Some strategies that will make your rules more effective: Use a posi-

tive spin: Try to word the rules in a positive way when possible. Say, 

“Use respectful language," instead of "No swearing”.  

 Be prepared to enforce the rules: If you're going to include a 

rule on the list, be prepared to enforce it. If you're not really going to 

address issues like swearing or not making the bed, don't add it to the 

list. Otherwise, you'll send the message that the items on the list are 

suggestions, as opposed to rules. 

 Provide consequences for broken rules: Consequences helps 

them make better choices next time. Appropriate consequences for 

breaking the rules may include things such as, time out, loss of privi-

leges or restitution. 

 Review the rules often: The rules you needed when your child 

was a pre-schooler are going to be different from the rules you need 

when he or she is a teenager. Adjust your household rules as your fami-

ly grows and changes.  

 Allow the kids to offer input: Ultimately, the list of rules is up to 

you, but your child will be more motivated to follow the rules when he 

feels like he's had an opportunity to offer some input. Your child may 

come up with new ideas and things you hadn't thought of including, so 

have an open mind.  

 Be a good role model: Your household rules should be rules 

that everyone follows (including you). So don't include rules you don't 

plan to follow. If a rule at your house is to tell the truth, don’t say your 

13-year-old is only 12 just to get a cheaper movie ticket. 

 Own your mistakes: Even adults break the rules sometimes. But 

if you try to downplay your behaviour or make excuses, your kids will 

do the same when they break the rules. So, if you say a swear word or 

you tell a lie, take full responsibility for your behaviour. 

 Provide a short explanation of the rules: Children will be much 

more likely to see the importance of a rule if they understand the  

reasoning behind the rule. So, explain, "We walk in the house because 

there isn't enough room to run around and someone might get hurt." 

 Post your list of rules: Hang up your list of written rules in an 

area where everyone can see them, like on the refrigerator. Just make 

sure the list isn't too long or too complicated—you don't want it to 

become more like a policy manual rather than a list of household rules. 
Explain exceptions to the rules: Whether it's a holiday or a special 

circumstance that causes you to break the rules, explain the reasons 

you're breaking the rules to your children. Let them know you are 

willing to make exceptions to the rules sometimes. 

At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key to a child’s success 

is the positive involvement of parents.” 
 

 Jane D Hull, Governor of Arizona (1997 to 2003) 
 

God bless 
 

Helen Ivatts 

YouthCARE School Chaplain 

2020 GRADUATION SHIRT ORDER FORMS ARE 
DUE BACK TO THE OFFICE WITH PAYMENT BY 

27 NOVEMBER 2019 

2020 PERSONAL  

REQUIREMENTS LISTS 
HAVE GONE HOME WITH  

STUDENTS.  THEY ARE ALSO  

AVAILABLE ON THE  

WIRRABIRRA PS WEBSITE. 
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Respectful Relationships- 
WIRRABIRRA COMMUNITY 

RESPECT DAY REMINDER 

Tomorrow, 

Friday 22 November 
 

 

You are invited to join us to acknowledge 
and celebrate the respect we have for our-
selves and each other as members of a posi-
tive and inclusive school community.  The 
Respect Assembly takes place at 12:15pm in 
the new under cover area 
followed by a picnic 
lunch with your child and 

their class. 

 

https://www.verywellfamily.com/types-of-rules-kids-need-1094871
https://www.verywellfamily.com/types-of-rules-kids-need-1094871


 


