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Ed Support    9398 1936   www.wirrabirraesc.wa.edu.au 

SCHOOL PURPOSE 

To provide a learning environment in which students are given the opportunity to develop their  

individual potential and to acquire skills, attitudes and knowledge to enable them to become  

responsible members of a changing society. 

Fri 27 Sep 

Last day of term 

Celebration Day 

Free dress (gold coin donation) 

Tues 15 Oct Students commence Term 4 

Thurs 17 Oct Faction Sports Carnival 

Thurs 24 Oct 
Year 5/6 Student Councillor excursion to 
Parliament House 

REMINDER:  SCHOOL CLOSES EARLY 2.30pm EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Newsletter No. 15   26 September 2019 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S  DESK  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and School Community 
 

 CONGRATULATIONS ESC STUDENTS AND STAFF  

Last Thursday, the students from our Education Support  
Centre joined classes to present the assembly based around 
“Friendship” in which they made a “Friendship Soup” using all 
the ingredients that you need to be a friend and to have a 
friend. Congratulations to you all and your fantastic staff who 
supported you to participate and share the great work you have 
been doing. Well done. 
 

 LEARNING JOURNEY - SPECIAL THANKS  

FAMILIES 

It was terrific to see so many families attend the Learning  
Journey last night and to see your children hosting the  
occasion so well. The excitement for children to show their 
families the work they have been doing and to explain the  
processes they followed was rewarding for all. Thank you to 
the teachers who prepared rooms and activities for the night 
and worked with children on presentation skills so they could 
be great hosts. The rooms looked like wonderful places to 
learn and reflect the time and effort your teachers commit to 
make learning purposeful and enjoyable for the children. It was 

interesting to see the use of technology in displaying work 
and the diverse learning that is happening at Wirrabirra. 
Thank you so much teachers for the additional effort to  
promote the learning happening in your classes. 

Special thanks to the P&C and Mr Owen who ran the Book 
Fair in the Library last night with a special visit from Clifford 
the Dog, famous from his exploits in books about his  
adventures. The Book Fair not only promoted reading but 
generated some additional funds for the school. Thank you to 
Mr Owen and the P&C who manned the Book Fair in between 
visiting classes. 
 

 FAREWELL AND BEST WISHES 

Mrs Weaire leaves us this term to welcome her new baby girl 
in a few weeks and we thank her for the wonderful work she 
has done since starting with us in 2015. Her classes have 
always been full of great activities and laughter to support the 
more serious learning that occurs. We wish you and your 
family the very best and look forward to a visit with baby girl 
number three.  

Mrs Tennant who has been sharing the class for the past few 
weeks will take over full time and take the class through to 
the end of the year. Mrs Tennant has made a great start with 
the students and has been planning alongside Mrs Weaire to 
ensure a seamless transition in the learning programs. We 
welcome Mrs Tennant and will work with her to make her time 
at Wirrabirra productive, successful and rewarding. 
 

 CELEBRATION DAY 

Tomorrow is a Celebration Day with lots happening to end the 
term on a positive note. There are always many things to do 
when you finish a term and shut down the school but in 
amongst this, the children will participate in a Lego Incursion 
and join with their Buddy Class to complete activities  
together. There will also be a small treat from the canteen for 
all. In the holidays, all the ceilings in B Block are to be  
replaced which means everything in B Block needs to be 
packed to be moved out of the classes. In addition, all  
heaters and evaporative coolers are being removed and  
replaced with reverse cycle air conditioners. This will make 
the learning environment significantly better for these classes. 
This work will be extended in the Christmas holiday when the 
roof will be replaced. Tomorrow will be a busy day for all, but 
an exciting end to term. 
 

 TERM FOUR - FACTION CARNIVAL 

Just a reminder that the Faction Carnival is being held on the 
first Thursday (October 17) back after the holidays. This is a 
great time to join your children to support them with their  
efforts as they rotate through the different challenges on the 
day. The P&C will be running a Sausage Sizzle and would 
love you to volunteer for a half hour to share the work and 

Wirrabirra School is an ALLERGY FRIENDLY SCHOOL. 
What does this mean? It means that we will respect the 
individual needs of students who have identified allergies 

(with care plans) to such products as nuts, kiwi fruit, milk 
and eggs to name a few. In particular, food products that have nuts or 
are made from nuts should NOT come to school - ie: peanut paste, 
Nutella and nut bars. Our canteen is “nut free” and “kiwi fruit free” to 

accommodate individual students with special needs. 
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Thank you to all of our  

parent helpers for your  

commitment and hard 

work in  Term 3! 

PLANNING FOR 2020—STUDENTS NOT RETURNING 
 

Will your child/children NOT be attending Wirrabirra in 2020?   
 

Please contact the school office asap on 9398 7233 or email  

Wirrabirra.ps@education.wa.edu.au 

give everyone the chance to see their children compete. 
There will be a set menu at the canteen that needs to be 
pre-ordered for students. I would love to see you on the 
day and hope you can juggle work commitments to join 
your children. Please remember, older high school  
students should be at school on this day and let our  
children enjoy their sporting event without distraction.  
 

 NAPLAN – Quick Look  

The NAPLAN results are with us and in summary; 

 We have reached or exceeded our targets in 9 of the 

10 areas tested 

 All areas are at expected levels with Year 5 Writing 

above expected levels 

 All areas in Year 5 are in positive and heading to 

above expected levels 

 3 of the 5 areas in Year 3 are positive and on track to 

above expected levels 

 All 5 tested areas in Year 3 to 5 progression are in 

High Progress and High Achievement against Like 
Schools 

 

Congratulations everyone on excellent academic outcomes 
for Wirrabirra.  
 

 END OF TERM 

Thank you all for a great term and the hard work you have 
put in to make Wirrabirra a lovely place to work and learn. 
Thanks to all families for your support and efforts to  
support us and your children. Next term starts on Tuesday 
15 October and finishes on Thursday 19 December.  

 

There will be many workers in the school over the holidays 
but I still ask that if you see anything suspicious, you  
contact School Security on 92644771 or Police on 131444. 

 

On behalf of all staff, I wish you a lovely break with the  
children and hope you get to do some exciting things. Stay 
safe and we will see you next term. 

 

Regards,  Steve Richards, Principal 

Chaplain’s Chat       

 
Hello everyone, 
 

Well here we are at the end of another school term.  Time to ‘put 
the brakes on’, relax and do some of those things that you have 
been unable to get to all term.  Remember to include some  
attention to self-care and especially tending to your emotional 
needs which is an important aspect of self-care.  
  
Emotional self-care can often be accomplished by setting  
boundaries with people, especially those who are not positive or 
supportive and may have a negative effect on one’s mental state.  
Good, healthy relationships can help us maintain a positive 
frame of mind, but friends who only want to fulfil their own 
needs or family members who leave us feeling exhausted or 
depressed will likely not help our mental or emotional state. 
A person who has trouble meeting emotional self-care needs 
may find it helpful to limit time with those who are not  
supportive or helpful.  
 

Sometimes people attempt to meet the needs of family  
members, employers, children, friends, or society in general 
before meeting their own needs. This often interferes with 
one's self-care routine and can take a toll on a person's  
well-being. I am reminded of first aid training where it is 
stressed that as a first responder before we attempt to aid a 
victim, we must make sure we are safe (not endangering  
ourselves) and equipped to help.  So, we are thinking of  
self-first and our capacity to help before we attempt to meet 
someone else’s need. 
 

Self-care is often considered to be an important aspect of  
resiliency because those who can adequately meet their own 
needs are usually better able to cope with everyday stressors.   
Because people who can meet their own physical and  
emotional needs are usually better equipped to care for  
others, it may be especially important for parents of children 
with behavioural challenges or other special needs to  
maintain a self-care routine.     
Fatigue, stress, anxiety, and worry 
may have a significant effect on 
well-being, but attending to  
physical and emotional needs may 
help prevent or reduce the effects 
of these issues, foster  
self-compassion, and leave parents 
more able to meet the needs of their child. Meeting one's own 
needs tends to make a person more able to help and support 
others and, generally, to obtain more happiness and fulfilment 
from life. 
 

God bless and enjoy the break with your children, family and 
friends. 

 
 

Helen Ivatts 

YouthCARE School Chaplain 



 

 

 

 

 

As mentioned in the previous letter, TLC as part of their Community Access Program attended the Commencement of Works for 
the Canning Vale Train Station as part of the Thornlie Cockburn Link.  We were fortunate to receive the invite from our local Mem-
ber of Parliament Terry Healy. The students were part of the cake cutting ceremony with the Minister for Transport Rita Saffioti and 
used shovels to ‘dig’ as a symbol of the beginning of works. More photos will be up on the school website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is a snap shot of photos from our NAIDOC Learning Journey day.  There are 
many more photos including some great photos of individual students with their par-
ents so make sure you check out the website to see the range from the day. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s that time of year again when the PTA have con-
tacted the school in regard to bus services for 2020.  
If you are currently using bus services, your service 
will continue for next year and you are not required 
to do anything.  Families who have been notified 
they are on the wait list do not need to do anything.  
If you would like to apply for bus services, transport 
assistance applications for 2020 must be submitted 
to SBS via the School Bus Services (SBS) website 
www.schoolbuses.wa.gov.au by the 15th November 2019.  SBS cannot guarantee any 
applications submitted after this date will be processed in time for transport in Term 1 2020.  If you have any questions at all, please 
do not hesitate to contact the school and we will endeavour to help you. 
 

B Block classes will be undergoing some major works with the ceiling being replaced in the holidays. Staff have been very busy 
packing the entire contents of their rooms in preparation for these works to be carried out.  We have been assured it will be com-
pleted by the time we return to school so classes will operate as normal.  The staff will be very busy unpacking the day before stu-
dents return. 
 

Lastly, we hope everyone enjoys the school holidays. If you are planning to go to the Royal Show I have received information that 
there is a sensory session happening on Tuesday 1st October from 9:00am to 10:30am.  The music for the rides will be turned 
down and lighting altered.  They will also have a chill out zone open from 9:00am-5:00pm on Monday 30th September to Thursday 
3rd October.   
 

Dates to remember for the beginning of Term 4.      
 

Tuesday 15th October - Students Return       Kind regards, Julie Dawson 

Thursday 17th October - Sports Faction Carnival      Principal 

Friday 1st November - ESSN Market Day at Kenwick School & Wirrabirra Lapathon  Wirrabirra Education Support  

Friday 8th November - ESSN Soccer Carnival Excursion     Centre 
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LIBRARY REMINDER 
 

Book borrowing is finished for the term. We 

still have a large number of books overdue 

and would appreciate your help in  

locating and returning them.  

 

Thank you 

P&C Report 
 

 

Hi everyone 

 

Book Fair 

Thanks everyone for your support of our Book Fair last 
night and your ongoing support of the Book Club. Every 
book you buy earns points for our school to purchase 
learning resources. It’s been a great success at our 
school so far and we will be continuing it. 

  

Learning Journey 

It was so great to see so many families at school last 
night visiting their children’s classrooms. Family involve-
ment is critical to success in a child’s education and it 
also helps create a great sense of community at the 
school. That’s what the P&C is all about – creating a 
sense of belonging and community at Wirrabirra and 
supporting the staff to achieve the best for our children. 
We loved meeting you last night and would love to see 
you at one of our meetings where you too can help 
come up with events, activities and goals for our school 
community. 

  

Sports Day 

We will be holding a Sausage Sizzle and raffle at this 
year’s Sports Day on Thursday 17 October. Don’t forget 
to bring plenty of cash on the day so you can grab a sau-
sage sizzle, drink, faction icy poles, and enter our raffle. 
We’ll also be doing coloured hair spray in the new un-
dercover area from 8am-8.30am for $2. This year’s 
fundraising target is to raise enough to purchase some 
new nets for the soccer goals and basketball hoops. 

 

As always, we are going to need helpers on 
the day to make it all happen so please let 
us know if you can spare half an hour to help 
out at the Sausage Sizzle or in the canteen. If 
we can all pitch in and do a bit, it means we can all 
watch our kids participate on the day. A roster is availa-
ble in the office, or just come along on the day and offer 
some assistance.  We would also appreciate any dona-
tions of soft drinks, sausages, buns or sauces that we 
can use on the day, as well as raffle prizes. You can drop 
your donations in at the office. Thanks very much for 
your support and enjoy the holidays. 

 
 

  Sonya Kimbar, Wirrabirra School P&C President 

wirrabirrapandc@gmail.com 
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS   
 

19 September 2019 
 

Excellence Awards were presented to;  
Diya (A3/4), Samuel (A3/4), Isabella (B4), Seth 

(C5), Ishaan (A1), Arshiya (D1), Reet (A6), 
Lahairoi (A2) 

 

Citizens of the Month 
Sophie (A3/4), Jordan-Lee (D4), Milli (A1),  
Sophia (C1), Nirvana (TLC), Yaser (C2) 

 

 

Congratulations! 

FACTION CARNIVAL 

THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER 

SPORTS DAY CANTEEN ORDERS 
DUE BACK TOMORROW 

CANTEEN CORNER 
Hi All,  

 

Thank you to all our families who ordered over the term. 
We appreciate the support. A massive thank you to Katie 
for all your help! A special thanks also to Shelly, Aleks, 
Pennie, Emi, Melissa and Marissa for your help over the 
term. We look forward to seeing everyone next term 
and hope you all have a wonderful holidays.  
 

Rebecca McBride 

Canteen Manager 



 

School Watch  
 

School Watch is a partnership between Western Australia 
Police and the Department of Education and Training, and is 

closely linked to Neighbourhood Watch.  

 

School Watch is a community-based crime prevention 
awareness program developed to improve safety and security 
in Western Australian schools by reducing theft, vandalism and 
arson. School Watch encourages crime prevention awareness 
among local school communities, staff and 
students to protect educational sites and 
resources.  

 

Report suspicious behaviour at schools 
to School Watch Security on 9264 4771 or 

the Police 131 444. 

2019 TERM DATES FOR STUDENTS 

Term 3 Tuesday 23 July - Friday 27 September 

Term 4 Tuesday 15 October - Thursday 19 December 
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School Photo Reminder 
 

Please visit Kapture.com.au to view and order 
any special photos under the Sports & Event tab 

to access the gallery – CODE: JGHWET 
The following special photos are available; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Sport and Special photo orders placed by parents/carers will 
be sent directly to their home address .  

 Choir  Senior Ensemble 

 Cricket Teams  Netball Team 

 Environmental 

Monitors 

 Soccer Team 

 Faction Leaders  Softball Teams 

 Football Team  Student Council 

 Hockey Team  Whizz Kids 

 Junior Ensemble  
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https://thesimulationcentre.com.au/open-play-sessions 

Email: info@thesimulationcentre.com.au 
 

October open play sessions - school holidays only 

The Simulation Centre’s open play sessions are a great way to 

keep the kids active and entertained over the school holiday 

period! Our sessions are exciting, challenging and affordable. 

These sessions are only available weekdays during the school 

holidays and not available on the weekends. 

Tickets are available online below $25.00 pp (2 hour session) 

and gives you access to the following: 

  Multisport Simulators  Racing Car Simulators 

 The Gamers Den  Climbing Walls 

 Slot Cars  9D Cinema 

 Parkour & Ninja Warrior  Course 

Parents Supervising and not participating do not 

need to purchase a ticket. 


