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SCHOOL PURPOSE 

To provide a learning environment in which students are given the opportunity to develop their  

individual potential and to acquire skills, attitudes and knowledge to enable them to become  

responsible members of a changing society. 

Fri 12 April 
Last day of Term 1 

Celebration Day  

Free dress (gold coin donation) 

Tues 30 April Term 2 commences for students 

Wed  1 May 
Swimming Lessons commence for  
PP—Year 3 students (exc. Rm C5) 

Tues 7 May 
Wirrabirra Playgroup (0-4 years)  

9-10.30am in D2 

REMINDER:  SCHOOL CLOSES EARLY 2.30pm EVERY WEDNESDAY 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S  DESK  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and School Community 
 

 CONGRATULATIONS C4 AND C5 

Last Thursday, the students from Miss Reibel and Mrs 
Weaire’s Year 3/4 and Year 3 classes presented the  
assembly with a focus on the skills they have been learning 
around Growth Mindsets. In particular, the difference effort 
and practise contribute to success. The students performed 
the song “Try Everything” from the movie “Zootopia” with 
some great actions and lines like these;  

I won't give up, no I won't give in  
Till I reach the end  

And then I'll start again 
 

Thanks C4 and C5 and Miss Curtis for stepping in on the 
day to support the children. 
 

 ANZAC SERVICE 

Sincere thanks to all those who joined us today for our  
ANZAC Service and to those who researched their family 
history to honour those who served by adding to our  
Remembrance Wall. Special thanks to teachers who  
collectively worked with all students to build their knowledge 
and respect about the meaning and values that underline 

ANZAC. Thanks also to Mr Terry Healy MLA, Member for 
Gosnells who joined us for our service. 

Congratulations to the students who presented their  
learning on ANZAC and to Mrs Connolly who prepared the 
Choir and students to perform the songs for the service. 
Again the wreaths were just wonderful and constructed by 
students with the donated flowers and greenery from  
families.  

Special thanks to Mrs Sparks for her coordination and  
organisation making the service very special to us all.  
 

 SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 

On Monday I had the pleasure of having morning tea with 
our 2019 Councillors and their family members organised 
by Mrs Melvin to acknowledge the Councillors, their role in 
our school and leadership capabilities. The Councillors 
took home a booklet with their duties and guidelines which 
they sign along with family and myself to confirm their 
commitment. Yesterday the Councillors visited Fremantle 
exploring the Maritime Museum to find out about the  
maritime history of our state. They also enjoyed time  
building at the Lego exhibit, making some great  
contributions to the built  displays. In addition, there was a 
Kylie Minogue exhibit which they enjoyed. The  
experiences gave them an opportunity to spend time  
together working alongside Mrs Melvin who mentors the 
Councillors, Mrs O’Connor from ESC and myself. It is  
always valuable to spend time getting to know our student 
leaders and I thank the Councillors and Mrs Melvin for the 
invitation. I am delighted with the start they have made this 
year and look forward to the next three terms. 
 

 SWIMMING FOR JUNIORS 

Swimming for the juniors starts in the first week of next 
term on Wednesday 1 May and runs for 8 days until Friday 
10 May. All notes to those children included have been 
sent home and we ask that these be returned before the 
end of this term with signed permission and money.  
Swimming is part of the curriculum for students and I urge 
you to make sure your child is included in the program. 
Our country is such that being able to swim and  
understanding water safety is critical for everyone. If you 
are experiencing financial hardship, please see the friendly 
office staff to arrange a payment plan so your child can 
participate. 
 

 END OF TERM 

It’s hard to believe Term One has come to an end.  
Teachers and students have worked very hard to cover 
the first term curriculum, fine tuning their learning  
processes, daily reviews and evaluating student work. 
Classes have made a terrific start to the year setting up 
students to strive full on next term to mid-year reports, 

Wirrabirra School is an ALLERGY FRIENDLY SCHOOL. 
What does this mean? It means that we will respect the 
individual needs of students who have identified allergies 

(with care plans) to such products as nuts, kiwi fruit, milk 
and eggs to name a few. In particular, food products that have nuts or 
are made from nuts should NOT come to school - ie: peanut paste, 
Nutella and nut bars. Our canteen is “nut free” and “kiwi fruit free” to 

accommodate individual students with special needs. 
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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Once again the Constable Care Safety School excursion 
was a huge success. The students participated in very 
meaningful and worthwhile road and public transport  
safety skills activities in a high tech immersive  
environment. I would encourage families who are looking 
for activities in the school holidays to add the Safety 
School to their list of things to do. We would once again 
like to acknowledge the City of Gosnells for funding the 
cost for our visit to the Safety School. 
 

It was lovely to see so many parents attend our dance 
session yesterday. When chatting with Miss Kate after the 
session she was telling me how pleased she was with the 
improvement of all the children. She has been amazed at 
the development and level of participation throughout the 
term. For any parents who are interested, Kate runs  
sessions on Wednesday afternoons after school in Piara 
Waters. Information can be found on her Facebook page 
– just search Infinite Limits. A business card was sent 
home with each child today with phone numbers and an 
email address if you would prefer to contact Kate using 
one of these methods. 
 

It is with great sadness I need to inform you of some  
staffing changes for next term. Mrs Jan Hudson who has 
been on Long Service Leave this term has informed us 
she will be resigning from her position at Wirrabirra to  
pursue other interests. Jan has been part of Wirrabirra 
School since 2008. Jan started as an EA in the  
mainstream and in 2012 moved to working in the Ed  
Support. We wish Jan all the best in her future  
endeavours. Mrs Kirstie Burns will also be leaving us as 
she has obtained a position at Gooseberry Hill Primary 
School. Gooseberry Hill is a lot closer to home for Kirstie 
and will cut out significant travel, making things a lot  
easier for her and her young family. Kirstie has also been 
at  
Wirrabirra for 10 years and will be greatly missed. Mrs 
Amy Beattie has been with us in TLC for this term and 
unfortunately will not be returning next term. Hopefully we 
will see Amy in some relief capacity for the remainder of 

NAPLAN for Year 3 and 5 students and progress for all. 
Thanks everyone for such a great effort and I think you 
deserve your Celebration Day tomorrow. 

Term Two starts on Tuesday 30 April and I hope you  
enjoy the time with your children over the holiday and 

Easter break as a family. Thanks for your support at  
Parent Meetings, fundraisers, assemblies and completing 
our parent surveys. Your support and feedback is valued 
and forms an important aspect of our school culture. 
Please remember that we are always available to answer 
your questions, help when problems exist and assist 
wherever possible with your child’s education and  
well-being.  
 

Regards,  Steve Richards, Principal 

 

 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS   
 

Excellence Awards were presented to;  
Mitun (A3/4), Quade (D1), Brodie (TLC), Verity 

(A6), Leilah (C5), Meekah (B2) 
 

Citizens of the Month 
Lennox (D4), Caleb (A3/4), Mark (B4) 

 

Congratulations! 

 Thankyou to all our families who ordered this term. 

 Starting next term, hot food for recess will only be 
available by pre-ordering in the mornings.  

 Our Term 2 Menu will be out in the first week of 
term.  

 Don't forget, we are open tomorrow and it is your 
last chance to enter our Easter raffle by ordering a 
lunch. Prizes will be drawn tomorrow, Friday 12 
April.  

 

Rebecca McBride 

Canteen Manager 

the year. Replacements for our vacancies are currently 
going through departmental processes and unfortunately 
are not likely to be finalised by the end of term. We have 
listed preferred applicants for our vacant positions and will 
finalise these during the holiday break. I will communicate 
these changes to you in our first newsletter next term. 
 

Dates and events to remember for the last couple of days 
and the beginning of next term: 

Friday 12th April – Free Dress (gold coin donation) and 
Celebration Day (B1, B4, B5) 

Friday 12th – TLC Community access – must be in school 
uniform 

Friday 12th April - Last day of Term 1 

Tuesday 30th April – First day of Term 2 for students 

Wednesday 1st May – Swimming lessons start for B4/B5. 
 

As the term comes to an end I would like to wish all  
families a safe and happy holiday break. The staff are  
looking forward to their well-earned break so they can 
come back refreshed and ready for another busy term. 
Whatever your Easter Celebrations entail we hope you  
enjoy the time with family and friends. Safe travels for 
those who are travelling during the holiday break. We will 
see everybody back on Tuesday 30th April. 
 

Kind regards 
 

Julie Dawson       

Principal        

Wirrabirra Education Support Centre 

          

 

 

 



 

P&C Report 
 

Hi everyone 
 

Thank you very much for your kind donations 

Thanks to everyone who supported our Bunnings  

Sausage Sizzle. Together we raised a massive $1400 

towards the outdoor fitness equipment we are hoping 

to purchase for the school. Every little bit helped, from 

the sausage donations from Foothills Discounts Meats, 

to the food and supplies donations from families, and 

the helpers who came along on the day to assist. It was 

a great atmosphere and it was great to get to know 

some more people from the school community. We'll be 

doing it all again on election day at the school so we 

look forward to your support once again. 
 

Book club returns 

After some enquiries from parents, we are starting up 

the Scholastic Book Club again next term. This is a 

great opportunity to build on your book collection, and 

help earn rewards for our school. Your child will  

receive a book catalogue early next term with a great 

range of affordable books for all ages. Ordering is easy 

-  it's all done online and your books will be delivered to 

school. Reading with your child is a wonderful thing to 

do and this is a great way to encourage their love of 

reading - and ensure you're not reading the same books 

over and over! 
 

Teacher Awards 

Congratulations to Ellie Frere Harvey and Rebecca 

Scoble Wood  on receiving Certificates of Recognition at 

the assembly last week. They were nominated by  

parents in recognition of the fabulous job they do 

teaching our children. It was wonderful to see what a 

difference it made to their day knowing their efforts 

were appreciated. If you have a teacher or staff  

member you would like to recognise, you can fill in a 

nomination slip in the front office, or email us. 
 

Happy Easter to you and your families. Keep safe on 

the roads, enjoy the sleep ins and we'll see you next 

term. 
 

  Sonya Kimbar, Wirrabirra School P&C President 
wirrabirrapandc@gmail.com 

Thank you to all 

of  our  parent  

helpers for your 

support in Term 1! 

PAGE 3 

Chaplain’s Chat       
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

With the Easter holidays upon us you will have more 

time with your children but could be thinking what will 

we do for two whole weeks? Children have had full days 

at school that keep them focused and busy but when the 

holidays come it can be challenging to fill their days.  

When my children were young, I enjoyed having a break 

from the routine of the school term at holiday time, and 

planned activities and outings with them. I found they 

still required structure but that also allowed for  

spontaneity. We would often go camping with a few other 

families, creating our own Easter traditions, and  

depending where we were, attend a Good Friday service 

at a local church. 
 

There are many ways of spending time with our children 

that don’t have to be costly. In moments of boredom  

children can be encouraged to take the initiative and  

create their own fun rather than relying on us to solve 

their boredom.  Providing a few resources like cardboard 

boxes, containers, newspaper, tape, fabric and paint  

stimulate creativity. It’s amazing how quickly children 

generate ideas when the alternative is ‘chores’ (meaning 

tasks beyond the expected chores and responsibilities we 

give them, appropriate for their age and capability, as 

members of the household).  The weather is ideal now for 

a picnic at a local park, an Easter egg hunt; cycling  

together; kite flying; sand sculpting at the beach.  

Champs at Play in Brant Road Kelmscott has some ideas 

for indoor play.  Every day they have activities for the 

kids including Easter art and craft and a café where  

parents can relax over a coffee while children enjoy the 

playground.  
 

Whatever you do over the Easter break take care, pause 

and have some special moments with your family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Ivatts 

YouthCARE School Chaplain 

 

Swimming lessons 
 

Pre-primary - Year 3 (exc. rm c5) 
 

Wednesday 1 may - FRIDAY 10 may 
 

Please remember to pack A towel and  

underwear in a plastic bag clearly marked with 

your child’s name.  
 

Students are asked to come to school dressed in 

their uniform with bathers  

underneath. 
 

Please note: 

 If parents wish to watch their children during 

swimming lessons, there is an entry cost of $2.00 

per day (payable at the pool). 



 

School Watch  
 

School Watch is a partnership between Western Australia 
Police and the Department of Education and Training, and 

is closely linked to Neighbourhood Watch.  

 

School Watch is a community-based crime prevention 
awareness program developed to improve safety and 

security in Western Australian schools by reducing theft, 
vandalism and arson. School Watch encourages crime 

prevention awareness among local school communities, 
staff and students to protect educational sites and 

resources.  
 

Report suspicious behaviour at 
schools to School Watch Security on 
9264 4771 or the Police 131 444. 

PH: 9398 1636 

Wirrabirra Dental Clinic will be open during the  

holidays except on Monday, 15 April.  For urgent 

matters on this day, please contact Westfield Park  

Primary School Dental Therapy Centre on 9390 8434.  

Happy Easter 

Have a safe  

holiday! 

 See you back at school 

on Tuesday, 30 April. 



 


