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SCHOOL PURPOSE 

To provide a learning environment in which students are given the opportunity to develop their  

individual potential and to acquire skills, attitudes and knowledge to enable them to become  

responsible members of a changing society. 

Fri 15 March Bullying. No Way! National Day of Action 

Tues 19 March 
Wirrabirra Playgroup (0-4 years)  

9-10.30am in D2 

Thurs 21 March Interschool Summer Sports Carnival 

Fri 22 March 
Dental Screening for Pre-Primary, Yr 3 & 
Yr 6 students 

Mon 25 March 
School Board Meeting—5.30pm 

P&C AGM—7pm 

Tues 26 March 
Wirrabirra Playgroup (0-4 years)  

9-10.30am in D2 

REMINDER:  SCHOOL CLOSES EARLY 2.30pm EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Newsletter No.  3    14 March 2019 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S  DESK  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and School Community 
 

 CONGRATULATIONS AND WELL DONE C1 

The students from C1 presented our assembly today and did a 
fantastic job of hosting and performing their dance routine. 
Miss Cranley who is new to our school has worked so well with 
the group to set them up to present confidently and work as a 
great team. The students from C1 have been studying the book 
“Wonder” by R.J. Palacio which looks at treating people with 
kindness and respect and being inclusive in your thinking and 
actions. An important message from the book is that even 
though we may all look different and have different  
personalities, in the end we are all equals and we all have  
special gifts to share. They have been applying these rules to 
their class and developing their own mantras to take through 
their lives. Sarah uses, “Always be kind, no matter how people 
treat you. Remember, two wrongs don’t make a right.” Ashleigh 
has a great rule for life which says, “You cannot control the 
actions of others. You can only change the way you respond. 
We all need to work hard at doing the right thing, even when 
others aren’t.” 

Congratulations to you all. If you can live by these rules that 
Miss Cranley has worked with you on, you will make a fabu-
lous contribution to society and be happy in life. Well done. 
 

 NAPLAN ONLINE 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 
for our Year 3 and 5 students will be conducted between 14 
May and 24 May. Today I will be sending home an  
information sheet for parents of Year 3 and 5 students to  
explain more about the testing program and what you can do 
as parents to help them be prepared. Please take some time 
to read this and if you have any questions then contact either 
your child’s teacher or myself to discuss. 

Teachers have been working through practise tests to  
familiarise students with the online format. All tests except the 
Year 3 Writing will be online hence the chance for students to 
know how the test will be set out and how to log answers. 
Also before the end of term we will all log in to do a load test 
of our IT infrastructure to ensure smooth operations during 
the testing time in May. 
 

 “BULLYING. NO WAY!” 

Yesterday as part of our PBS assembly we watched a short 
animation on bullying, explaining to students what it is and 
ways to manage it. Teachers have been working with their 
students and buddy room classes to teach, discuss and prob-
lem solve all aspects of bullying. Friday is a day of action 
against bullying being recognized at Wirrabirra. 

The national definition of bullying for Australian schools says:  

Bullying is an ongoing misuse of power in relationships through 
repeated verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that causes 
physical and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or 
a group misusing their power over one or more persons. Bullying 
can happen in person or online, and it can be obvious (overt) or 
hidden (covert).  

Bullying of any form or for any reason can have long-term effects 
on those involved, including bystanders.  

Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in 
person or online, are not defined as bullying.  

Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include:  

• mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no 
power imbalance)  

• not liking someone or a single act of social rejection  

• one-off acts of meanness or spite  

• isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence. 

  

However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and re-

Wirrabirra School is an ALLERGY FRIENDLY SCHOOL. What 
does this mean? It means that we will respect the individual 
needs of students who have identified allergies (with care 

plans) to such products as nuts, kiwi fruit, milk and eggs to 
name a few. In particular, food products that have nuts or are made 
from nuts should NOT come to school - ie: peanut paste, Nutella and 
nut bars. Our canteen is “nut free” and “kiwi fruit free” to accommodate 

individual students with special needs. 
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P&C Report 
 

Hi everyone 

 

Bunning Sausage Sizzle – Donations and helpers needed 
The P&C is running a sausage sizzle fundraiser at Bunnings 
Maddington on Sunday 31 March from 8am-4pm and we 
need your help!!! The more things we can get donated, the 
more profit we can make for the school. Donations of soft 
drinks would be of huge assistance. You can drop off donat-
ed cartons of Coke, Coke Zero, Fanta, Solo or lemonade at 
the office. We also need donations of serviettes, unopened 
tomato sauce, barbecue sauce, mustard and sweet chilli 
sauce, and onions. Anything you can contribute would be 
greatly appreciated. Foothills Discount Meats in Gosnells 
has kindly donated the sausages so please show your sup-
port to them by shopping there for your next barbecue. We 
are still sourcing the buns for the day so if you know of any 
businesses that may be able to donate these, please let Bek 
know in the canteen. 
 
Of course, we also need people to cook and sell the hot 
dogs on the day so please consider joining us for an hour or 
two. It’s good fun and a great way to meet parents from the 
school. Please put your name on the roster in the front 
office or contact us on Facebook or via email with a time 
you can help. 
  
AGM 

Our next meeting will be held on Monday 25 March at 7pm 
in the staffroom and will be our Annual General Meeting. 
All positions will be declared vacant at this meeting and a 
new committee will be elected. If you would like to nomi-
nate for President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary or 
general committee member, please complete a nomination 
form, available from the front office. You can also just come 
along and vote on the night, with no obligation to take on a 
position. Just bring $1 membership if you have not already 
paid. We look forward to seeing some new faces there who 
can help us plan a great year of activities. 

 

  Sonya Kimbar, Wirrabirra School P&C President 
wirrabirrapandc@gmail.com 

PBS EXPECTATION 

Problem Solving 

solved. Likewise, not all online issues are bullying. Online 
bullying is sometimes referred to as cyberbullying and refers 
to bullying that is carried out through information and  
communication technologies.  

Our PBS (Positive Behaviour Support) and PAThS 
(Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies) are designed to 
give your children the skills needed and support to manage 
their own behaviour and support others in their lives. The key 
factors of these programs are that they have a positive  
approach, are restorative in rebuilding relationships and  
educative to teach behaviours and values. They do not rely 
on punitive measures to change behaviour. Another key  
factor in changing student behaviour is to change adult  
behaviour and model what is right. This is most successful 
when the partnership between school and home is strong 
and aligned with a shared goal.  
 

 SUMMER CARNIVAL 

Next week selected Year 5 and 6 students will compete in 

the Summer Carnival in cricket and softball. Mr Trenberth 

and team coaches have been working hard with students to 

prepare teams for the event. This is a further opportunity for 

the children to represent their school and showcase the skills 

and team spirit they have developed. I wish them every  

success as we are very proud of their efforts to be selected 

to represent Wirrabirra. 
 

 STUDENT LEADERS 

To support our students and develop leadership skills and 
qualities we have three groups in addition to the School 
Councillors that provide opportunities to work as leaders. At 
the assembly today we presented badges to our new Faction 
Leaders, Whizz Kids (ICT Support) and Environmental  
Monitors. These students work with and are mentored by Mr 
Trenberth, Mrs Svean / Mrs McDonald and Mrs Weaire  
respectively. On behalf of everyone I would like to  
congratulate them and look forward to the impact they will 
have in our school. The full lists are in this newsletter. 
 

 P&C ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The next P&C Meeting on the 25 March at 7pm in the  
staffroom will be the AGM. I would encourage you to come 
along to see how the meeting operates and the role the P&C 
has in the school. There is no pressure to take on a position 
but if you are interested you can pick up a nomination form 
from the front office. We have a vibrant P&C under the  
direction of Mrs Kimbar and meetings are always purposeful 
and very social. Please consider taking a more involved 
stance in your school and becoming better informed and  
connected. Thanks. 
 

 CONGRATULATIONS ISAAC 

Isaac from C3 has been invited to attend an international 
Math Bootcamp and to represent Australia and compete in 
an International Abacus Math Championship in Amsterdam. 
Isaac will be required to complete a series of maths task 
within a timed period using only mental arithmetic. What a 
fantastic achievement for Isaac and we wish him every  

success and a wonderful travel experience. 
 

Regards,  Steve Richards, Principal 

P&C AGM 

MONDAY 25 MARCH 

7PM in the Staff room 
 

ALL Parents &  

Carers welcome 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Last week the students in the centre started golf lessons. 
Jeremy from Gosnells Golf Course will come every Thursday 
until the end of term and continue to build on the skills the 
children had last year. The school was fortunate enough to 
gain a Sporting School Grant to fund this fantastic program. 
We are lucky enough to be able to have Jeremy’s expertise 
to enhance our Physical Education Program in the school. 

 

Dance has also been part of our physical education program 
this term. Kate from Infinite Limits has been conducting a 
fabulous program and is really pleased with the progress all 
the students are making. Don’t forget to keep Wednesday 
10th April free between 11:15 and 1:15pm to see the fabu-
lous things the students have been learning. More infor-
mation with exact times will be sent home in a couple of 
weeks. 

 

Don’t forget the P&C is wanting to acknowledge the work 
staff members in our school do and present certificates of 
recognition at our school assemblies. Nomination forms are 
in our admin area next to the sign in/out iPad or the main-
stream admin area. We would love some of our families to 
nominate ESC staff to be recognised at our whole school 
assemblies. Nominations forms are on the table next to the 
sign in/out iPad. I encourage families to take a couple of 
minutes to fill out the nomination form as a way to recognise 
the fabulous work our staff do. If you are unsure, please do 
not hesitate to ask. 

 

Muffin Kitchen has started again with a small group of Prima-
ry School and Ed Support Centre students working hard in 
the kitchen on a fortnightly basis to fill orders taken from two 
nominated classes across the school. The students calculate 
how many sweet and savoury muffins need to be made from 
orders taken earlier from the nominated classes. They then 
calculate the number of batches and trays needed for each 
flavour. The muffins are made. Each child’s order is then 
written on bag together with which room it needs to go to and 
then warm muffins are delivered to the lucky students for that 
week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kind regards 
 

Julie Dawson      Wirrabirra Education  

Principal       Support Centre 
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Go to itunes or android to download your free app: 

Please allow notifications to receive our school up-

dates and reminder messages.  

 Absentees  Canteen Menu 

 Newsletter  Term Planner 

 Change contact  

details 

 P&C, School 

Board Minutes 

Clinton and his 

Dad have been 

very busy  

renovating our 

Kindy boat.  

We are so  

appreciative of 

your time and 

effort. Thank 

you! 

 

Winter Uniform Order forms are going home  
tomorrow.  Please return your orders with payment to 
the office by Friday 29 March.   
    Thank you 
 

INTERNET USER  

AGREEMENTS 
 

An updated Internet User Agreement is going home 
next week with students. This is being discussed in 
ICT/Digital Technology lessons. Can you and your 
child please read the agreement, sign and return it to 

school asap. Thank you. 



 

WHIZZ KIDS 

Chaplain’s Chat       
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

As you know our teachers work diligently to equip stu-

dents academically but also in lessons for life and the 

development of good character.  It is essential that chil-

dren gain knowledge and the development of skills that 

enable them to do well in terms of their future careers, 

roles and place in society.  It is critical that they know 

what is right and wrong and to be responsible for their 

conduct in relation to others and the world. This requires 

good character. Character is about having integrity, dig-

nity, goodness, patience, perseverance, faithfulness and 

self-control to name a few traits. One of the recent 

‘expectations lessons’ focused on self-control. Self-control 

is closely linked to self-discipline and being moderate or 

temperate in how we live out our lives.  St Thomas Aqui-

nas, a medieval philosopher and theologian, said that self

-controlled people were able to ‘preserve their lives’.  In 

other words, they were able to do the right things to keep 

themselves healthy and happy.  

 

We all have weaknesses and areas in our lives that we 

would like to have more control over – I certainly do. It 

takes a plan of action and perseverance to gain mastery 

over unhelpful attitudes and behaviours.  Of course, the 

most powerful example for our children is seeing us live 

temperate lives (there are times, however, when life con-

trolling problems, addictions and mental/physical health 

issues disrupt and disable us making it difficult to live in 

a balanced way). 

 

In an age of instant gratification perhaps self-control is 

an undervalued quality, nevertheless, it is worth pursu-

ing.  It has been found that self-controlled people have a 

healthy attitude towards ‘things’ and focus on what they 

need in order to live, rather than what they want. Using 

what they need to enrich their lives.  They know their 

own value, are firm but gentle with others without put-

ting themselves or others down.  They know that it is im-

portant to persevere with difficult activities to develop 

skill in them, and to make changes that help them to be 

healthy and happy.   

 

I wish you well in the weeks ahead and in helping your 

children gain mastery over their attitudes, emotions and 

behaviours. 

 
“Educate your children to self-control, to the habit of holding passion and preju-
dice and evil tendencies subject to an upright and reasoning will, and you have 

done much to abolish misery from their future and crimes from society.”  
― Benjamin Franklin 

 

God bless 

 

Helen Ivatts 

YouthCARE School Chaplain 

 

to the following students: 

 

 

 

 
 Ella   (C3) Mathew    (B2) 

 Bayan   (C2) Dayna     (B3) 

 Dannii   (C3) Zachariah  (B3) 

 Isaac  (C3) Amelia     (B3) 

 Izaak   (B2) Brock  (B3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Marian   (C2) Dylan    (B3) 

 Carly   (C2) Jonathan   (B3) 

 Maddison  (TLC) Lilly   (C5) 

 Jye   (C1) Addison  (C4) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sports Captains 
 

 Ciani   (C3) 

 Dean   (C3)  

  

RED  

 Amelia    (C3) 

 Bella    (C1) 

 Taylah   (C1) 
  

GREEN 

 Emily   (C3) 

 Bodie   (C2) 

 Stephanie (C1)  
 

BLUE 

 Haily   (C3) 

 Ethan  (C2) 

 Kiranveer (C2) 
   

GOLD   

 Evaline  (C3)  

 Robyn  (C3) 

 Hilton  (C3) 

   

ENVIRONMENTAL 

MONITORS 

FACTION LEADERS 

https://clipartfox.com/download/c0df5c62d23c29d808ee9a6f27f83c3b1668dd0a.html


 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NetSetGo Newcomers to Netball – For ages 5 years and 6 years of age 
Program #1 – Saturday 4th May – Saturday 29th June 2019 
Program #2 – Saturday 20th July – Saturday 7th September 2019 
  
Boy’s Netball 
We have two Programs in 2019 for 15 & under and 18 & under 
 
For more information please contact Bev Gallager, Development 

Officer - Southern Districts Netball Assoc. 9451 3377 or email 
development@sdna.com.au 


