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SCHOOL PURPOSE 

To provide a learning environment in which students are given the opportunity to develop their  

individual potential and to acquire skills, attitudes and knowledge to enable them to become  

responsible members of a changing society. 

Fri  15 Feb Pipe Band Incursion 

Mon-

Fri 

18 Feb - 

1 Mar 
Swimming Lessons—Years 4-6 & Rm C5 

Tues 19 Feb 
Wirrabirra Playgroup (0-4 years)  

9-10.30am in D2 

Wed 20 Feb Parent Night Class Meetings 

Thurs 21 Feb 
Assembly hosted by Year 6 students—
2pm 

Mon 25 Feb 
School Board Meeting—5.30pm 

P&C Meeting—7pm 

Tues 26 Feb 
Wirrabirra Playgroup (0-4 years)  

9-10.30am in D2 

Mon 4 March Labour Day Public Holiday 

REMINDER:  SCHOOL CLOSES EARLY 2.30pm EVERY WEDNESDAY 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S  DESK  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and School Community 
 

 WELCOME TO THE 2019 SCHOOL YEAR 

Thank you so much for the tremendously smooth start to the 
school year that you have assisted us with. Again we have 
been able to begin the year without any restructuring of classes 
having been provided with clear information on those leaving 
and new arrivals to our school. In addition to our fantastic fifty 
Kindergarten students we have enrolled twenty-four new  
students to Wirrabirra. On behalf of all staff, our School Board 
and P&C I would like to welcome those new to our school and 
welcome back ongoing students and families. As of today our 
total enrolments are 428 students. 

I would also like to welcome the following new staff to  

Wirrabirra who join our dedicated teaching and learning staff. 

Miss Kate Cranley joins us from her last placement at 

Bayswater Primary and will be teaching the Year Five class in 

C1. Ms Hannah Lahne comes to us from Subiaco Primary 

and takes up the learning program in A2 with the Year One / 

Two class. Both these teachers bring great skill sets with 

them and have made positive contributions in a very short 

time. We also welcome Mrs Jo Tomlinson and Mrs Andrea 

Bilich who join us as Education Assistants working across the 

early year’s classes and in D3 respectively. Our full teaching 

and learning staff are listed in this newsletter. 

I’m also delighted to be working with Mrs Ann-Maree Melvin 
and Mrs Linda Sparks, our two very experienced Deputy  
Principals. The administration team is completed by Mrs  
Josie Askwith Manager of Corporate Services and our two 
very helpful School Officers Mrs Tammy Jensen and Mrs  
Fiona Gillis. 

Special thanks to our cleaning and gardening staff for the 
fantastic work completed to have the school looking clean 
and tidy to welcome everyone back. 
 

 CLASS TEACHER MEETINGS 

Next Wednesday 20 February teachers will be working back 
to meet with all parents to discuss with you the programs of 
work, events and activities that will operate in their classes 
this year. This is a valuable time to meet teachers, hear how 
classes will operate and ways in which you will be able to 
assist your children. Being whole class meetings, this is not 
the appropriate time to have individual discussions.  
Discussion on individual children are confidential to parents 
and teachers so please make a time to meet outside these 
meetings. 

I encourage you to attend these meetings so you are fully 
informed about your child’s class and able to be supportive 
and a positive partner in your child’s education. 

The meeting times for classes are listed below: 

 

Wirrabirra School is an ALLERGY FRIENDLY SCHOOL. What 
does this mean? It means that we will respect the individual 
needs of students who have identified allergies (with care 

plans) to such products as nuts, kiwi fruit, milk and eggs to 
name a few. In particular, food products that have nuts or are made 
from nuts should NOT come to school - ie: peanut paste, Nutella and 
nut bars. Our canteen is “nut free” and “kiwi fruit free” to accommodate 

individual students with special needs. 

 

Teacher Parent Meetings 
Wednesday 20 February 2019 

Time Teacher/s 

5:00pm to 

5.30pm 
C1, A6, A5, A3/4, B3,B2 
  

5.30pm to 6pm C5, C4, A1, A2, D1, D4 
  

6:00pm to 

6.30pm 
C2, C3, A6 
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PBS EXPECTATION 

Transitions 

 PARENT-TEACHER-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

We have been looking closely at the way we communicate 
with parents, carers and families to ensure everyone is well 
informed and feels connected to our school. Current ways 
we communicate include our website, the Wirrabirra App 
which is interactive and includes a facility to let us know of 
absences and this newsletter which is electronic and goes 
to all families through email, the app and on the website. In 
addition, we can be phoned for information or to arrange a 
meeting. Lastly we are very approachable and whenever 
you are in the school you can call into the office and meet 
with office staff or the admin team.  

Teachers are usually available before or after school for 
brief meetings to discuss children’s progress or other  
matters but if you require a sit down meeting please see the 
teacher or front office to arrange a suitable time to meet to 
ensure your questions or concerns can be properly  
addressed. 

In the past we have operated small student diaries with 
mixed success and as a staff we would like to trial and 
move to an electronic platform called Class Dojo. This  
program has many features that we will roll out over the 
year with our first priority being connecting with families via 
computers, iPads or phones. Some of our classes are  
already trialling Class Dojo so you may already be familiar 
with how it can work for you. Some of the features of Class 
Dojo are that teachers; 

 Teachers can encourage students for any skill or value, 

whether it's working hard, being kind, helping others or 
something else. 

 Students can showcase and share their learning by 

adding photos and videos to their own portfolios. 

 Engage parents by sharing photos and videos of  

wonderful classroom moments. 

 Instantly share photos and announcements on Class 

Story, or privately message with any parent. 

 Messages can be translated into many languages. 
 

One of the first tasks we have will be to establish some  
protocols on what is communicated, including photos to 
observe family wishes, times teachers can be contacted 
and what students send home. These features are all things 
to be developed fully as the year progresses but I state 
again, our first priority is to communicate with families and 
develop clear, safe and workable protocols. This is a  
tremendous improvement in communication and your 
teachers have some exciting ideas to share with you this 
year. Teachers will outline some further detail at class 
meetings.  
 

 BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL - DUTY OF CARE 

As soon as students arrive at school and even after they 
have left, we have various levels of care to provide. Some 
very simple rules apply at Wirrabirra for the safety of your 
children. 

In the morning all children on arrival, even if they are with a 
parent, are to go directly to the undercover area where they 
will be supervised until 8.25am at which time they will make 
their way to class to meet their teachers. 

After school finishes children will be able to leave the 
school with parents, carers, day care or make their own 
way home with permission from families. If students have 
not been picked up they will be supervised in the office. 

All play equipment and play areas are out of bounds before 
and after school, regardless of whether a parent is with the 
children. 

If you are late to pick up your child, please call the school to 
minimise the anxiety your child may have from being the 

only one left at school. 

Your teachers work very hard before and after school times 
to meet and plan with other, complete work tasks and  
prepare for the next day to ensure the best possible learning 
for your children. Your support to make this valuable time for 
teachers as productive as possible is appreciated. 
 

 SCHOOL BOARD AND P&C 

The first meeting for our School Board and P&C will be held 
on Monday 25 February starting at 5.30pm and 7pm  
respectively. 

Our School Board Chair person is Mrs Marnie Kehoe and our 
P&C President is Mrs Sonya Kimbar. 

The School Board is made up of 7 Parent Representatives, 6 
school staff including both Principals and 1 Community  
Representative. 

 

The School Board assist us in setting strategic direction,  
policy development, approving planning and budgets and 
reviewing and reporting on school performance. 
 

The Wirrabirra P&C has the following Office Bearers: 

Mrs Sonya Kimbar - President 

Mrs Rebecca McBride – 1st Vice President  

Mrs Pennie Njuguna – 2nd Vice President 

Mrs Emi-leigh Johns – Secretary 

Mrs Henriette Truscett – Treasurer 

Executive Committee Members; 

Mrs Meghan Betty 

Mrs Denise Lyons 

Mrs Leanne Meyza – Clothing Pool Officer 
 

Our P&C are a fabulous group of parents who work well  
together to promote the school and provide services to  
families through the Clothing Pool, Canteen and fundraising 
events. I encourage you to be involved with your child’s 
school through the P&C and feel more connected to how we 
operate. I look forward to working with both the Board and 
P&C this year to develop our excellent school further. 
 

Regards,  Steve Richards, Principal 

 

Parent School Staff 

Mrs Marnie Kehoe –

Chairperson 

Mr Steve Richards –  

Principal Primary School 

Mr Michael Kimbar Mrs Julie Dawson –  

Principal Education  

Support Centre 

Mrs Marnie Brady Ms Kate Doepel 

Mrs Emi-leigh Johns Mrs Terri Sommer 

Mr Duncan Carmichael Mrs Ann-Maree Melvin 

Mrs Sarah Skrgic Mrs Sharon Millson 

Mrs Karen Efferille   

Mrs Audrey Turner 

Centre Coordinator – 

Gosnells Child and 

Parent Centre 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Welcome to our first newsletter for 2019. The students have 
settled back into the routine of school with ease and are 
working hard across all classes. Hearing about their holidays 
during the first few days is something I thoroughly enjoyed. 
 

We welcome Robert, Dylan, Ammar, Vinuk, Ben and their 
families to our centre and farewell Levi who has moved 
from the area and our two Year 6’s Jaimie and Fatima who 
have moved to high school. We also welcome Mrs Jenny 
McKellar as our TLC teacher who has taken up a 6-month 
contract whilst Ms Alicia Ylias is on leave. You may  
remember Jenny being an EA here for many years. Jenny 
graduated as a teacher in October last year and is excited to 
be able to take up a teaching position. 
 

B1 and TLC are looking forward to starting swimming  
lessons next week. Please ensure you have returned the 
necessary paperwork and payments so your child can attend 
these valuable and very worthwhile lessons. Please see  
Linda in the office if you would like to coordinate a payment 
plan. 
 

Miss Kate from Infinite Limits has started dance lessons and 
reported yesterday the improvement and development over 
the two sessions has been amazing. For the last session of 
the term Miss Kate will invite parents to attend to see the 
dance class and watch the dance moves the kids have 
learned. Save the date, Wednesday 10th April and keep an 
eye out for more information later in the term. Dance  
sessions happen between 11:15am and 1:00pm depending 
on which session your child is in. 
 

If teachers haven’t already contacted you, they will be very 
shortly in regard to Semester One IEP meetings. These are 
scheduled to be completed by Friday 1st March. It is  
important if you agree to a time for the meeting that you 
honour it as many factors go into scheduling and  
coordinating these meetings. 
 

We have already had some sickness in the centre. Thank you 
to the parents who kept their children at home while they 
are sick. We ask if your child is unwell that you keep them at 
home to help avoid sickness spreading to both other  
students and staff throughout the centre. If your child is 
unwell at school, you will be phoned and the expectation is 
that you will come and collect them. 

Don’t forget we have the Messaging system for families to 
use to contact the school. It’s a great communication  
method to let us know in the morning if your child will be 
absent. Remember not to use emoji's when messaging as 
the system does not recognise these and the school receives 
a blank message. Make sure you program 0438 960 869 into 
your mobile so you have it handy at all times. This number is 
monitored on school days between 8am and 4pm. 
 

Julie Dawson 

Principal 

Wirrabirra Education Support Centre 

P&C Report 
 

Hi everyone 
 

 Welcome back to school everyone. It's great to see all the kids 
settling back into school. Welcome to the new families who 
have joined the school in 2019 - you are going to love the fan-
tastic community spirit at Wirrabirra. 
 
We would really love to see some new parents and carers join 
us on the P&C this year. We need more members and know 
there are plenty of you out there who would be a great asset 
to the team.  
 
Thank you to everyone who paid your $1 P&C Membership. 
Why not extend your support by coming to our first meeting 
for the year on Monday 25 February at 7pm in the staff room? 
Not only will you be the first to know about what is happening 
at the school and have a positive impact on your child's school-
ing, you'll also make new friends, gain a great support network 
and have plenty of laughs along the way. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there and planning some great 
activities for the coming year. 

 

  Sonya Kimbar, Wirrabirra School P&C President 
wirrabirrapandc@gmail.com 
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Chaplain’s Chat       
Hello everyone, 
 

Welcome back to 2019 at Wirrabirra. A special  

welcome to our new staff members, students and  

families. I hope the first few weeks settling into your 

new school community goes smoothly for you all.  It’s 

good to be back and see everyone again after a restful 

break. 

 

The Chaplain’s office is located in the Parent  

Information Centre (next to the uniform shop). You 

are welcome to visit for a cuppa and a chat. I am at 

school every Tuesday and Thursday from 8.30am – 

4.00pm.  If you would like to know more about the role 

of Chaplains in schools either come and see me or 

check our Wirrabirra School website. 

 

I wish you all well with the plans and dreams you 

have for 2019.     

 

“To accomplish great things we must dream as well as act”  

Anatole France 

 

God bless 

 

Helen Ivatts 

YouthCARE School Chaplain 
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Please collect your old household batteries, 

ring pulls, toothbrushes, empty toothpaste 

tubes and place them in the recycling bins near 

the Primary School office. 

Thank you! 

 

2019 TERM DATES FOR STUDENTS 

Term 1 Monday 4 February - Friday 12 April 

Term 2 Tuesday 30 April - Friday 5 July 

Term 3 Tuesday 23 July - Friday 27 September 

Term 4 Tuesday 15 October - Thursday 19 December 

P&C MEETING 

MONDAY 25 February 

7PM in the Staff room 
 

ALL Parents &  

Carers welcome 

 

 

 

 

Go to itunes or android to download your free app: 

Please allow notifications to receive our school up-

dates and reminder messages.  

 Absentees  Canteen Menu 

 Newsletter  Term Planner 

 Change contact  

details 

 P&C, School 

Board Minutes 

Swimming lessons 
 

YEAR 4 - 6 & rm c5 
 

MONDAY 18 february - FRIDAY 1 march 

 

Please remember to pack A towel and  

underwear in a plastic bag clearly 

marked with your child’s name.  

 

Students are asked to come to school 

dressed in their uniform with bathers  

underneath. 

 

 

Please note: 
 

 If parents wish to 

watch their children 

during swimming lessons, 

there is an entry cost of 

$2.00 per day (payable at 

the pool). 

 



 

HUNTINGDALE JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB 

2019 REGISTRATION/OPEN DAY 

SUNDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2019 

10.30am - 1.30pm 

SUTHERLANDS F RESERVE  

Corner Gay & Balfour Streets, Huntingdale 

Catering for AFL footballers - Boys & Girls: 

Auskick 2.0:  Pre-Primary, Year 1 & Year 2 

Boys:  Year 3 - Year 12 

Girls:  Year 3/4, Year 5/6, Year 7/8, Year 9-

11 

Registration Enquiries: 

Auskick Co-Ordinator:  Dean -

 auskick@hjfc.net.au - 0428 888 907 

Registrar:  Jenni - registrar@hjfc.net.au -

 0422 945 059 or website http://hjfc.net.au/ 

mailto:auskick@hjfc.net.au
tel:0428%20888%20907
mailto:registrar@hjfc.net.au
tel:0422%20945%20059
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhjfc.net.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJosephine.Askwith%40education.wa.edu.au%7C4e52452f615646ea85f608d69151bf7d%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C1%7C636856177624871151&sdata=%2BgttRUS4YRR6I1Qj


 


